
 

 

 

ABOUT FANTASY STUDIOS 

 

Fantasy Studios offers state of the art recording and production 
facilities and equipment as well as exceptional service. Whether it’s 
for music, spoken work, soundtrack, or post production, Fantasy 
Studios is the top recording facility in Northern California, and was 
voted the #1 Recording Studio in the Unites States by Billboard 
Magazine in September, 2000. 
 
Based on the first floor of the famed Zaentz Media Center in Berkeley, 
California, Fantasy Studios is comprised of three historic rooms 
recently renovated to meet the latest standards in recording. Studio A, 
which is one of the most requested tracking rooms on the West coast, 
has been the recording home of such superstars as Santana, Green 
Day, Aerosmith, Credence Clearwater Revival, The Counting Crows 
and many, many others.  
 
All three rooms are fully equipped with Studer analog as well as 
ProTools HD. Complete ISDN services are provided linking Fantasy 
Studios to other studios worldwide. Fantasy Studios boasts the largest 
selection of vintage and new microphones and outboard gear in 
Northern California. All three rooms are equipped with top quality 
pianos that produce impeccable recordings and have been featured on 
many famous tracks. 
 
All of the large rooms at Fantasy Studios are also available for film, 
video, photography, and internet streaming. The facility houses one of 
the most comprehensive collections of transfer and editing equipment 
on the West coast, offering the ability to digitize audio from almost 
any format in existence. 
 
Fantasy Studios was launched in 1971 as the in-house facility for 
Fantasy Records.  The studio doors were opened to the public in 1980. 
Fantasy Studios is a world-renowned facility that has serviced a wide 



 

 

array of Fortune 500 companies, platinum-selling artists, and 
Academy Award winning films   The studios have also served the 
thriving local Bay Area music scene throughout its existence. 
 
The staff of Fantasy Studios takes pride in offering the most 
professional and welcoming recording experience in the Northern 
California. Interested parties should contact the studio managers for 
additional information or an in-person tour of the facility. 

 



 

 

 
 

SERVICES 

Recording & Mixing  

Fantasy Studios is a complete facility for all styles of recording and 

mixing.  Whether digital or analog, our three fully-equipped large rooms provide 

the fullest,  most detailed sound in Northern California. 

All styles of music--from punk rock to full orchestra—have been recorded in these 

legendary rooms.  We continue to book every style of music with artists from 

around the world.  

Media Transfer 

Fantasy Media Transfer offers transfer from all formats to the digital realm via Pro 

Tools.   Tape formats supported: 

• Analog 2”: 24 track, 16 track  

• Analog 1”: 8 track  

• Analog ½”: 4 track, 3 track, half track stereo, quarter track  

• Analog ¼”: full track mono, quarter track (two-sided stereo or four channel), 

half track stereo, half track with time code  

• Noise reduction systems: (24) Dolby A361, (24) Dolby SR, (24) DBX  

• 8 track cartridge  

• Cassette  

• DAT  

• Sony F1 digital PCM 501 and PCM 701  

• ADAT: 24 channels of ADAT XT  

• DA-88: 24 channels  

• Mitsubishi X-80 digital in 48k or 50k sample rate  

• VHS professional  

• Beta & Beta SP  

• Umatic  

• Doremi V1 hard disk  

• There is also a high quality turntable available for transfer from vinyl  

• Uher 4000 (All tape speeds to 5/16)  



 

 

ISDN Connection  

Because all our studios are ISDN compatible, Fantasy Studios is able to provide 

complete, full-frequency, real time connectivity to all other high-end recording 

studios around the world. If your project needs any voiceover, additional dialog 

recording, instrument or vocal overdubbing, or mix review in conjunction with 

another location, Fantasy Studios is the professional choice in Northern California.  

 





 

 

STUDIO A DESCRIPTION & LAYOUT 
 

• SSL G+8056 with Ultimation 
• Pro Tools HD3 
• (2) Studer A-800 MK3 24 track analog recorders 
• Custom Augsberger monitors, Bryston Amps 
• 9’ Yamaha C9 piano 
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STUDIO B DESCRIPTION & LAYOUT 

• Trident Series 80B 32x34 console 

• Digidesign C24 digital console 

• Pro Tools HD3  

• Urei 813 & Dynaudio BM6AMKII Monitors 

• Bryston Amps 

• 7’ Steinway Grand Piano 
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STUDIO D DESCRIPTION AND LAYOUT 

• SSL 4000E/G 56x32 with G series computer 
• Pro Tools HD3 
• (2) Studer A-800 MKII 24 track recorders with Lynx sync 
• Westlake 2-way main monitors 
• Meyers HD1 monitors 
• Bryston 4B STPRO amplification 
• Large studio with an 18’x 30’ string room 
• 7’ Yamaha C7 Grand Piano 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDIO D 
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Staff 
 
Jeffrey Wood 
Studio Director 
 
Amanda Howell 
Assistant Studio Manager 
 
Jesse Nichols 
Engineer 
 
James Willetts 
Engineer 
 
James Gangwer 
Chief Technical Engineer 
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